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Executive  Committee  fills  BSU  vacancies 


By  William  H.  Perkins  Jr. 

Editor 


BSU  director  at  the  University 
of  Mississippi  in  Oxford. 

The  33  BSUs  locat- 

Ied  on  public  and  pri¬ 
vate  college  and  uni¬ 
versity  campuses 
around  Mississippi 
are  supported  by 
gifts  to  the 
Mississippi  Cooper¬ 
ative  Program. 

The  Executive 
Committee  also 
approved  three  new 
members  to  serve  on 


Mississippi  State 
University. 

She  served  as 
activities  director  for 
[e  also  served  as  associate  the  Adult  Day  Care 
BSU  director  of  Jones  Junior  Center  at  Mission 
College  from  August  1987-May  Arlington/ Mission 
1994.  He  was  a  Mississippi  BSU  Metroplex  in  Texas 
student  summer  missionary  to  from  July  2000- 
in  Korea  in  1987;  Germany  in  August  2001.  Prior  to 
1986;  and  the  Pacific  Northwest  that,  she  was 
in  1985.  He  has  par-  Spokane 

area  metro 

director  Wright,  pastor  of 

''.J  for  BSU  in  Spokane,  Morgantown  Church,  Natchez, 
JL-'  i;  Wa.,  from  August  as  the  Adams  Association  rep- 

1998-June  2000;  BSU  resentative.  He  replaces  Don 
tf ..  ■■  'li  v-  B  ministries  director  at  Womble,  who  resigned  the  pas- 

I  Eastern  Washington  torate  of  Cliff  Temple  Church 
I  University  in  and  moved  out  of  tne  area.  His 

ttBEb  I  Cheney,  Wash.,  from  term  will  expire  in  2004. 

HI  September  1996-  •  Dale  Authement,  pastor 

Jr^  jm1  U]um‘  20W);  and  BSU  of  Topeka  Church,  Jayess,  as 

intern  at  Georgia  the  Lawrence  Association  rep- 
College  ip  resentative.  He  replaces 

Porter  Milleageville,  Ga.,  David  Williams,  who 

from  September  resigned  the  pastorate  of  New 
es.  1995-June  1996.  Hope  Churcn  to  accept  the 

replaces  She  has  also  served  as  day  call  to  Temple  Cnurch, 
vho  died  camp  director  for  LifeWay  Jackson  Association.  His  term 
of  cancer  earlier  this  Conference  Center  at  Ridgecrest,  expires  in  2003. 
year.  N.C.;  Home  Mission  Board-  •  Jimmy  Newman,  member 

Rea  Trim  is  the  appointed  children's  intern  at  of  Valley  Park  Church,  Valley 
new  BSU  director  at  Carver  Baptist  Center  in  New  Park,  as  the  Sharkey-Issaquena 
Pearl  River  Orleans;  program  director  at  Association  representative.  He 

Community  College  Camp  Garaywa  in  Clinton;  and  replaces  Dennis  Salley,  who 
in  Poplarville.  She  BSU  intern  at  the  University  of  resigned  the  pastorate  of 
holds  a  master  of  Nevada  at  Las  Vegas.  Valley  Park  Church  to  accept 

divinity  degree  in  Trim  replaces  Mo  Baker,  who  the  call  to  Calvary  Churcn, 
education  ('95)  from  left  earlier  this  year  to  become  Oxford. 


Convention  Board,  meeting  at  at  f 
the  Baptist  Building  in  Jackson  in 
on  May  16,  approved  the  hiring  Auj 
of  three  Baptist  Student  Union 
(BSU)  directors  and  the  replace¬ 
ment  of  three  board  members. 

Heidi  L.  Cheatham  is  the 
new  BSU  director  at  Southwest 
Community  College 
Summit,  effective  June  1.  She 
holds  a  master  of  divinity 
degree  ('01)  from  Beeson  ticipated  in  a  number 
Divinity  School  (affiliated  with  of  other  missions 
Samford  University)  in  opportunities,  includ- 
Birmingham  and  a  bachelor  of  ing  Guyana  in  1998 
social  work  degree  ('97)  from  and  2000;  Ukraine  in 
Mississippi  College  in  Clinton.  March  and  July  1999; 

Cheatham  served  as  associ-  several  domestic  des- 
ate  BSU  director  at  MC  for  five  tinations;  and  a 
months,  from  January-May  Discovery  Trip  to 
1998,  and  as  interim  BSu  direc-  Indonesia  with  the 
tor  at  MC4o»  five  months,  from  International  Mission 
August-December 
1998.  She  also  served 
two  stints  as  a  col¬ 
lege  ministry  intern: 

August  1995- 

December  1996  at 
Morrison  Heights 
Church,  Clinton;  and 
May- December  1999 
at  Hunter  Street 
Church  in 

Birmingham. 

In  1995,  she  was  a 
Mississippi  BSU  stu¬ 
dent  summer  mission¬ 
ary  to  Hawaii.  In  19%, 
she  served  as  an  Engli 
in  China  for  the  Ent 
Service  Corps,  a  program  associ¬ 
ated  with  the  International 
Mission  Board  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention. 

While  a  student  at 
Mississippi  College,  she  was 
inducted  into  the  international 
honor  society  for  social  sci¬ 
ences,  the  honor  society  for 
social  work,  and  Who's  Who 
Among  Students  in  American 
Colleges  and  Universities. 

Cheatham  replaces  long¬ 
time  BSU  director  Ed  Abel, 
who  resigned  to  pursue  a  new 
ministry  role. 

Frank  Porter  is  the  new  BSU 
director  at  Jones  Junior  College 
in  Ellisville.  He  holds  a  master 
of  divinity  degree  ('89)  from 
New  Orleans  Seminary;  a  bach¬ 
elor  of  arts  degree  ('87,  summa 
cum  laude)  from  Mississippi 
State  University  in  Starkvule; 
and  an  associate  of  arts  degree 
('85)  from  Jones  Junior  College. 

Porter  goes  to  Jones  Junior 
College  from  Northwest 
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the  convention  board 


Cheatham 


What's  in  the 
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Casket  is  teaching  aid 


Directions 


Letters  to  the  editor 


Sunday  School  lessons 

- - 


If  it's  not  broken 


In  a  humbling  rei<ersal,  AOL  Time 
Warner  Inc.,  is  retreating  from  a  top- 
level  directive  that  required  the  divisions 
of  the  old  Time  Warner  to  convert  to  the 
e-mail  system  based  on  AOL  software 
and  run  by  American  Online's  giant 
public  sender  computers  in  Virginia... 

( Management  got  months  of  com¬ 
plaints  from  both  senior  and  junior 
executives  in  the  divisions  involved, 
who  said  the  e-mail  system,  initially 
designed  for  consumers,  wasn’t  appro¬ 
priate for  business  use.  The  e-mail  soft¬ 
ware  frequently  crashed,  staffers  weren't 
able  to  send  messages  with  large  attach¬ 
ments,  they  were  often  kicked  off  line 
without  warning,  and  if  they  tried  to 
send  messages  to  large  groups  of  users 
they  were  labeled  as  spammers  and 
kicked  off  the  system.  Sometimes,  e- 
mails  were  just  plain  lost  in  the  AOL 
etherworld  and  never  found. 

Norman  Pearlstine,  the  editor- 
in-chief  of  Time's  many  maga¬ 
zines,  found  that  AOL's  system 


Editor's 

Notebook 


■  two  companies  met  and  tell  in  love, 
in  a  busmess  sense.  It  was  a  mar¬ 
riage  made  in  corporate  heaven. 

Every  business  era  has  its  key 
concept.  Remember  vertical  integra-  simply  lost  crucial  final  page  4  *  ■  1 

tion?  How  about  cross-pollination?  proofs  at  the  worst  possible  times  1 

Well,  the  key  word  around  the  time  for  many  of  the  magazines  for  1 

H.  of  the  AOL  Time  Warner  merger  which  he  was  responsible.  „  \  J  | 

I  was  "synergy,"  meaning  the  parts  Executives  at  Warner  Music  ^  g-j 

and  parcels  of  the  new  combined  became  so  frustrated  that  they  /v^ 

AOL  Time  Warner  empire  would  ordered  their  employees  to  follow 

draw  strength  from  each  other.  up  important  e-mails  with  time-con-  MEMORIAL  DAY  •  MAY  27  2002 
Things  seemed  to  be  going  pretty  well  suming  telephone  calls,  just  tojbe  ' 

inside  the  new  megalith  until  —  you  guessed  sure  the  e-mail  was  received.  After  weeks  of  AOL  Time  Warner  debacle  is  a  lesson  for 
it  —  someone  decided  to  fix  something  that  aggravation,  Warner  Brothers  Studios  chief  believers,  and  it's  this:  the  timeless  mes- 
wasn't  broken.  Down  came  an  order  from  Barry  Meyer  ordered  employees  in  his  divi-  sage  of  our  Lord  and  Savior  Jesus  Christ 
the  ivory  tower  that  every  attempt  at  elec-  sion  to  drop  AOL  and  return  to  the  preexist-  (Matt.  28:18-20)  isn't  broken  even  after 
tronic  communication  everywhere  in  the  ing  systems  that  actually  worked.  2,000  years,  and  we'd  best  try  not  to  fix  it. 

vast  AOL  Time  Warner  system  would  be  Employees  throughout  the  company  To  be  sure,  many  folks  down  through 
made  through  AOL's  existing  e-mail  system,  began  to  mock  AOL's  popular  advertising  the  ages  have  tried  to  fix  it  by  adding  or 
Never  mind  the  millions  upon  millions  slogan,  "So  easy  to  use,  no  wonder  it's  taking  away  different  ideas  and  concepts, 
of  dollars  spent  on  software  and  equipment  number  one!"  but  it  has  survived  all  attempts  at  repair, 

tailored  to  a  division's  specific  pre-merger  AOL's  humiliation  was  sealed.  The  Many  people  today  would  like  to  mold  the 
needs  —  needs  that  resulted  in  many  ais-  order  soon  went  out  that  the  various  divi-  message  to  fit  theirpersonal  preferences, 
parate  but  efficient  software  and  computer  sions  could  return  to  whatever  prior  sys-  but  it  won't  work.  Tney  too  will  discover 
systems.  Never  mind  that  such  an  demand-  tern  met  their  needs.  Reeling  from  tnat  that  it's  tamper-proof, 
ing  task  had  not  been  tested  beforehand.  It  poor  decision  and  apparently  many  others.  The  message  is  still  as  fresh  and  contem- 
was  going  to  work.  It  had  to  work.  AOL  Time  Warner  recently  reported  the  porary  as  it  was  when  spoken  by  Christ  him- 

It  didn't  work.  As  chronicled  in  the  steepest  quarterly  loss  in  American  busi-  self  —  there  are  lost  people  out  there,  and 
March  22  edition  of  The  Wall  Street  ness  history  —  54  billion  dollars.  he's  leaving  it  up  to  us  to  help  bring  every- 

Joumal,  the  order  was  an  uninformed.  It  wasn't  broken  in  the  first  place,  but  one  in  Mississippi  and  the  world  to  Jesus, 
abysmal  failure  from  which  the  company  is  they  were  determined  to  fix  it  anyway.  Don't  fix  it;  it's  not  broken.  Just  take  it 

still  struggling  to  recover:  Buried  among  the  many  morals  of  the  and  use  it  to  save  our  unsaved  world. 
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This  means  that  we  are  to 
faithfully  preach  and  teach  the 
Word  of  God  to  our  people, 
and  that  we  are  to  live  above 
reproach  in  the  world. 

Some  people  may  say,  "But 
it's  no  worse  for  a  preacher  to 
sin  than  for  a  layperson."  I  have 
to  disagree  with  that  statement 


As  an  avid  reader,  I  enjoy 
looking  for  books  at  bar- 

{;ain  prices.  Recently  I  had  been 
ooking  for  the  book.  Power  in 
the  Pulpit,  by  Jerry  Vines  and 
Jim  Shaddix,  and  found  it  at 
LifeWay  Christian  Store  in 
Jackson.  The  book  was  listed  at 
$29.99  and  though  it  was  a  bit 
expensive,  I  decided  to  purchase 
it  anyway.  After  all,  I  could  get 
20%  off  with  my  LifeWay  minis¬ 
ter's  discount  card. 

However,  upon  opening  the 
book  I  discovered  tnat  it  had 
been  used  because  of  a  large 
number  of  underlined  pas¬ 
sages.  When  I  showed  the  book 
to  the  manager,  he  offered  to 
sell  it  to  me  at  a  75%  discount. 
Lucky  me!  I  was  able  to  pur¬ 
chase  that  $29.99  book  for  only 
$7.50.  What  a  bargain! 

Driving  home,  however,  I 
became  overwhelmed  with  sad¬ 
ness  because  1  knew  that  partic¬ 
ular  book  is  currently  being 
used  as  a  textbook  on  preaching 
at  the  seminary.  Someone  had 

Purchased  it,  used  it,  under- 
ned  it,  and  then  taken  it  back 
to  Lifeway  for  a  refund. 
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NAMB  commissions  46  new  missionaries 


was  able  to  share  with 
them  the  hope  in  Christ. 

"I  thought  it  was 
important  to  not  just  hear 
strategy  of  ministry  and 
missions,  but  to  be  able  to 
touch  several  people  in 
the  name  of  Cnrist,"  he 
said.  "I  am  both  chal¬ 
lenged  and  blessed  by 
doing  a  practical  outreacn 
ministry  in  the  midst  of 
the  orientation  process." 

Harmon,  a  regional 
collegiate  evangelism 
coordinator  in  Portland, 
Ore.,  said  he  was 
impressed  with  the  open¬ 
ness  of  the  homeless 
youth.  "It's  refreshing  to 
get  out  and  be  involved 
in  ministry,"  he  said. 

Reccord,  in  his  mes¬ 
sage,  emphasized  that 


"Thank  you.  Thank  Biot-  T  *gj|  £$#“'  ’  i 

\  ou  Thank  you,"  Robert  B[aL „„  * 

I  Kt\  i  on)  \  AMh  pros!- 4  .  ; 

dent,  said  as  ho  dipped  ; 

his  head  slightly  to  the  myr.  .  ‘’I  ,n  ,  ’ 

Korean  oongrogation.  the  B;:|£  . 
pastor,  and  c hoir.  "  This  is 

tlie  first  time  in  history  a  B  j|;  '  •  •  *  .  . 

commissioning  serv  ice  -  ‘ 

has  been  held  in  an  eth-  Bit  ' 

nic  congregation."  rQR  s*'*  •>- *  - *** 

Pastor  Chang  Sun  P'  '  f-. 

Moon  and  music  direc- 

tor,  Heung  Yoo,  humbly  SHARING  FAITH  —  Tommy  Hir 
acknowledged  the  acco-  food  and  conversation  with  a  young 
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U.S.  to  play  key  role 

WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  The  United  States  should  promote 
religious  freedom  and  other  human  rights  even  as  it  combats 
terrorism  in  cooperation  with  countries  that  violate  die  liberties 
of  their  citizens,  the  U.S.  Commission  on  International 
Religious  Freedom  (USQRF)  said  in  a  recently  released  report. 
In  its  third  annual  review,  the  commission  acknowledged  the 
United  States  has  had  enhanced  opportunities  to  advance  reli¬ 
gious  liberty  during  the  war  on  terrorism,  but  the  panel  said 
me  US.  government  needs  to  be  careful  not  to  swap  its  com¬ 
mitment  to  human  rights  for  cooperation  from  some  of  the 
world's  worst  abusers  of  religious  liberty  and  other  rights. 


After  spring  graduation  exercises.  Baptist-affiliated  Clarke  College 
in  Newton  closes  its  doors  for  the  last  time.  The  graduating  class  was 
made  up  of  110  students,  and  31  members  of  the  staff  and  faculty  are 
faced  with  the  difficult  task  of  finding  employment  options. 


First  Church,  Natchez,  completes  a  campaign  to  raise  funds  to  build 
a  new  auditorium.  Odean  Puckett,  pastor,  reports  that  the  pledge  was 
the  largest  ever  raised  in  a  Mississippi  Together  We  Build  campaign. 


Camp  Garaywa  is  accepting  registrations  for  the  summer  assembly 
programs.  The  announcement  notes,  "Do  not  come  unless  you  can 
abide  by  the  rules  of  the  assembly,  which  includes  lights  out  and 
everyone  quiet  by  11  p.m." 
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Casket  adds  reality  check  to  seminary  class 


R.  Maddox 
tapped  for 
Bellevue  post 

CORDOVA,  Tenn.  (BP)  — 
Roland  Maddox  has  been 

named  - 

president 
and  chief 
executive 
officer  of 
Love  Worth 
Finding 
Ministries, 
the  broad¬ 
cast  min¬ 
istry  of  Maddox 

Bellevue 

Church,  Memphis,  pastored 
by  former  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  (SBC)  President 
Adrian  Rogers. 

Maddox  will  assume 
responsibilities  previously 
held  by  Rogers,  who 
announced  that  he  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  function  as  the  min¬ 
istry's  chairman  of  the  board. 
Maddox  recently  retired  from 
LifeWay  Christian  Resources 
of  the  SBC,  where  he  served 
as  associate  to  the  president. 

Maddox's  wife  Sara  is  the 
daughter  of  the  late  Joe  Odle, 
longtime  Mississippi  pastor 
ana  editor  of  Tne  Baptist 


ississippi 
of  Tne 


Record  from  1 959-76. 


Baptist 


NEW  ORLEANS  (BP)  —  "I 
am  sorry  to  tell  you  your  hus¬ 
band  has  passed  away,"  the 
doctor  tola  the  elderly  wife, 
who  responded  with  a  few 
quiet  tears. 

Jerry  Barlow  waited 
respectfully  in  the  back¬ 
ground,  ready  to  comfort  and 
pray  with  the  grieving 
widow.  He  had  just  wit¬ 
nessed  a  man  dying:  the 
man's  breathing  had  become 
shallow,  moving  from  his 
chest  up.  With  his  complex¬ 
ion  changing  color,  the  man 
took  his  last  breath. 

"I  can't  tell  you  all  1  felt  in 
those  moments,  but  it  was  a 
very  precious  time,"  the 
New  Orleans  Seminary 
(NOBTS)  associate  professor 
of  preaching  and  pastoral 
work  told  nis  students  in 
their  last  week  of  classes. 

Standing  beside  a  large 
brown  casket  that  was  recent¬ 
ly  donated  as  a  new  teaching 
aid  for  his  pastoral  ministries 
class,  Barlow  softly  shared 


Stages  of  Minfetry  to  tne  pereaveu 


4  Key  Times  of  Ministry 

.  i.  uporyjpjij 

,2  oMj 


their  educational  experience 
at  the  seminary. 

The  casket  was  donated 
by  Gary  Lambert  of 
Batesville  Casket  Company, 
who  was  made  aware  by  his 
daughter,  NOBTS  student 
Jennifer  Jordan,  of  the  semi¬ 
nary's  need  for  the  teaching 
aid.  Robert  Crain  and  his  son 
Rob  of  Crain  Funeral  Home 
in  Franklinton,  La.,  donated 
the  casket  cart. 

Barlow,  an  experienced 
pastor  with  over  24  years  of 
church  leadership,  offered 
many  suggestions  on  con¬ 
ducting  funerals,  including 
one  he  has  practiced 
numerous  times. 

"When  I  talk  with  people 
as  they  remember  their 
loved  one,  I  try  to  discreetly 
write  down  their  comments 
about  the  deceased  person," 
he  said.  "You'll  never  know 
what  you  will  be  able  to  use 
in  the  expositional  eulogv," 
he  said,  in  what  he  callecfnis 
PRACTICAL  EXPERIENCE  —  Jerry  Barlow,  New  Orleans  Seminary  associ-  scripture-based  message 


about  the  man's  funeral.  ate  professor  of  preaching  and  pastoral  work,  teaches  his  students  how  to  during  the  funeral  service. 

"It  was  the  first  funeral  1  conduct  a  funeral  service.  A  recently-donated  casket  was  an  addition  to  the  Concerning  eulogies,  he 
ever  did,"  he  said,  reflecting  seminary's  Pastoral  Ministry  Chapel,  a  classroom  that  already  contains  a  full-  also  offered  another  insight 
on  the  man  who  passed  size  baptistery,  where  students  are  given  practical  training  in  church  ordi-  he  has  learned:  don't  wait 
away.  "I  still  remember  his  nances  as  a  part  of  their  educational  experience.  (Photo  by  Shannon  Baker)  too  long  in  the  service  for  a 


laugh.  He  had  a  great  laugh."  — 

While  Barlow  added  the 
human  element  to  the  discus¬ 
sion,  the  presence  of  the  cas¬ 
ket  helped  reinforce  the 
importance  of  pastoral  min¬ 
istry  during  funerals. 

''Students  in  my  Pastoral 
Ministry  class  were  able  to 
visualize  more  realistically 


how  to  minister  to  those  need¬ 
ing  comfort  in  the  different 
events  leading  up  to  and 
including  a  funeral  service  and 

graveside  service,"  said 

arlow,  who  often  stood  at  the 
head  of  the  casket  during  his 
lectures  to  show  how  to  be 
available  for  each  person  as 


they  paused  to  grieve  before 
their  deceased  loved  one. 

The  casket  was  an  addition 
to  the  seminary's  Pastoral 
Ministry  Chapel,  a  classroom 
that  already  contains  a  full-size 
baptistery,  where  students  are 
given  practical  training  in 
church  ordinances  as  a  part  of 


—  family  member  to  partici¬ 
pate  or  to  offer  a  brief  eulogy, 
because  they  will  likefy 
become  more  emotional  as  the 
time  passes. 

He  also  stressed  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  the  minister  having  the 
final  say,  to  help  draw  people 
back  to  the  Lord  and  the  com¬ 
fort  that  only  he  can  provide. 


U.S.  leaders  asked  to  address  gambling's  impact 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  More  than  220 
religious  leaders  have  asked  President 
Busn  and  Congress  to  address  the  devas¬ 
tating  impact  of  legalized  gambling  on 
Americanlife. 

The  request  came  in  an  open  letter  from 
not  only  evangelical  leaders  —  including 
several  Southern  Baptist  Convention  (SBC) 
executives  —  but  from  representatives  of 
the  mainline  Protestant,  Catholic,  and 
Jewish  communities.  It  appeared  as  a  full- 
page  advertisement  in  Roll  Call,  a  twice- 
weekly  Capitol  Hill  newspaper. 

The  religious  leaders  acknowledged  in 
the  letter  they  are  divided  on  many  of  the 
day's  critical  issues  but  said,  "we  are  united 
in  our  opposition  to  legalized  gambling." 

"Gambling  has  become  a  blight  on  our 
nation's  cultural  landscape,"  the  letter  said. 
"As  religious  leaders,  we  see  the  gambling- 
induced  pain  and  devastation  among  many 
of  those  who  look  to  us  for  spiritual  guid¬ 
ance.  Thus,  we  stand  together  not  only  in  our 
concern  but  in  our  commitment  to  oppose 
this  predatory  and  destructive  industry. 

"We  call  on  members  of  Congress  to 
place  America's  citizens  and  families  ahead 
of  the  false  promises  and  hefty  political 
contributions  of  the  gambling  industry  and 
to  begin  to  address  this  rapidly  growing 
menace  to  our  national  welfare/ 

The  signers  listed  in  the  Roll  Call  ad 
included: 

•  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
President  James  Merritt. 

•  Morris  H.  Chapman,  SBC  Executive 
Committee  president. 

•  Richard  Land,  Ethics  &  Religious 
Liberty  Commission  (ERLC)  president. 


•  R.  Albert  Mohler,  Southern  Seminary 
president. 

•  Former  SBC  President  Adrian  Rogers, 
pastor  of  Bellevue  Church  outside 
Memphis. 

Otner  Southern  Baptist  signers  not  listed 
in  the  ad  included  Southwestern  Baptist 
Seminary  President  Ken  Hemphill  ana  for¬ 
mer  SBC  President  Tom  Elliff,  pastor  of 
First  Church  of  Dell  City  in  Oklahoma. 
[The  letter  and  signers  as  they  appeared  in 
the  Roll  Call  ad,  plus  additional  signers, 
may  be  accessed  at  www.citizenlink.org.] 

Also  signing  the  letter  were  James 
Dobson,  Focus  on  the  Familyp  resident;  Bill 
Bright,  Campus  Crusade  for  Christ  founder; 
John  Busby,  Salvation  Army  national  com¬ 
mander;  Chuck  Colson,  Prison  Fellowship 
founder;  author  and  speaker  Tony 
Campolo;  Ken  Connor,  Family  Researcn 
Council  president;  and  Tony  Evans,  pastor 
and  president  of  The  Urban  Alternative. 

Other  signers  included  Presbyterian  pas¬ 
tor  D.  James  Kennedy;  Max  Lucado,  author 
and  Church  of  Christ  pastor;  Richard  John 
Neuhaus,  Catholic  priest  and  president  of 
the  Institute  on  Religion  and  Public  Life; 
John  Perkins,  chairman  of  the  Christian 
Community  Development  Association; 
Dennis  Rainey,  Family  Life  executive  direc¬ 
tor;  Ron  Sider,  Evangelicals  for  Social  Action 
president;  Chuck  Smith,  Calvary  Chapel 
senior  pastor,  and  Jim  Winkler,  general  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  United  Methodist  Church's 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society. 

The  signers  also  included  numerous  sem¬ 
inary  and  divinity  school  presidents  and 
deans,  as  well  as  denominational  heads,  col¬ 
lege  presidents,  and  ministry  leaders. 


The  number  of  religious  leaders  signing 
onto  the  letter  "communicates  with  unmis¬ 
takable  clarity  the  consensus  of  opinion  that 
America's  religious  community  has  reached 
on  the  issue  of  gambling,"  said  Barrett 
Duke,  ERLC  vice  president  for  research  and 
its  specialist  on  gambling  issues. 

"This  letter  represents  a  groundswell  of 
monumental  proportions  that  national  and 
local  public  officials  cannot  ignore,"  he 
said.  ^The  voice  of  every  anti-gambling 
activist  in  our  country  will  have  to  be  taken 
more  seriously  by  our  nation's  public  offi¬ 
cials,  because  so  many  religious  leaders 
have  chosen  to  speak  with  one  voice  in 
expressing  their  opposition  to  our  nation's 
current  gambling  plague." 

In  their  letter,  tne  religious  leaders  cited 
a  litany  of  legalized  gambling's  ills,  as  well 
as  statistics  in  support  of  their  assertions: 

•  It  exploits  those  at  the  low  end  of  the 
economic  spectrum. 

•  Gambling  cripples  families,  resulting 
in  divorce,  child  abuse,  and  neglect. 

•  It  attracts  crime  to  communities  and 
produces  new  criminals. 

J  •  Gambling  co-ops  public  officials  and 
undercuts  the  government's  role  as  protec¬ 
tor  of  the  public. 

•  It  produces  a  boom  in  the  number  of 
gambling  addicts  and  in  the  rate  of  young 
people  with  gambling  problems. 

More  than  15  minion  Americans  are 
pathological  or  problem  gamblers,  according 
to  the  1999  report  of  the  National  Gambling 
Impact  Study  Commission  (NGISC).  The 
NGlSC  also  reported  gambling  has  been  at 
least  partly  responsible  for  more  than  two 
million  divorces  in  recent  years. 
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Dog  Bite 
Prevention  Week 


pulls  it  across  his  lap,  but 
does  not  click  it  —  he  just 
holds  it.  Why?  Because  he 
doesn't  want  to  be  buckled  in, 
yet  in  order  to  avoid  getting  a 
small  fine,  he  will  hold  it  so 
that  the  police  can't  tell  that 
he  is  not  Duckled  in. 

By  holding  it,  he  saves  a 
$25  fine;  by  Duckling  up,  he 
might  save  his  life!  One  little 
click  could  avoid  immense 
\is  sig-  ally,  they  just  bite  everybody.  owner  has  them  on  a  leash  or  suffering  and  pain  as  well  as 
g  Bite  Sometimes  people  are  mar-  under  control.  That  helps  huge  medical  Dills. 

:  if  you  ried  to  those  folks.  It's  kind  of  immensely  to  avoid  the  hurt. 

just  a  hard  to  stay  away  when  There  are  also  very  practi-  •  Attend  church.  Do  you 

t>e  you  you've  said  the  "I  Do's,"  but  cal  ways  we  can  avert  the  realize  that  God  made  one 
de,  or  if  you  can  avoid  what  makes  problem  simply  by  taking  day  in  seven  for  your  benefit? 
be  roll  them  bite,  you  are  probably  action  before  it  ever  comes  I  know  that  it  is  a  day  of  wor- 
he  car  better  off.  about.  ship  where  we  go  to  church  to 

>g  and  Apparently  there  are  some  Let  me  give  you  three,  experience  a  relationship  with 

people  in  this  world  whose  daily,  practical  things  you  can  the  Lord  and  his  people,  but  it 
sense-  purpose  for  being  is  just  to  do  tnat  will  alter  the  future:  is  a  day  God  set  aside  for  our 

>f  little  bite  folks.  At  the  same  time,  benefit. 

cause,  there  are  people  whose  pur-  •  Love  your  kids.  That  On  that  day  of  rest  we 

iignifi-  pose  for  being  is  to  get  bitten,  may  sound  like  a  no-brainer,  should  experience  a  change  of 
luable  This  is  called  "co-dependen-  but  it  will  help  to  avoid  many  activities,  a  change  of  pace,  a 
o  hear  cy,"  and  it  is  in  some  ways  of  the  conflicts  and  confronta-  change  of  thought  process, 
5  Bite  understandable  and  yet  is  tions  in  the  road  as  they  grow  where  we  have  the  blessing  of 
weird  too.  up.  Unfortunately,  it  gets  aligning  our  lives  with  him. 

Have  you  ever  known  done  less  than  you  would  of  oeing  atuned  to  his  ways 
leed  to  someone  who  was  married  to  think.  and  his  Word  and  being 

?re  are  a  first-class,  certified  loser?  Though  it  is  far  from  scien-  inspired  by  his  presence, 
things  Then  something  happens  to  tific,  1  have  tried  to  keep  up  The  world  is  full  of  folks 

pay  no  that  person  and  they  go  out  with  the  percentage  of  men  who  could  avert  all  kinds  of 
veil  be  looking  for  a  new  mate  and,  who  never  heard  their  father  problems  if  they  would  just 
lo  and  behold,  they  find  one  say,  "I  love  you."  While  I  maintain  that  living,  loving, 
tatisti-  just  like  the  one  they  were  couldn't  put  an  exact  number  lifting  walk  with  God  that  is 
home-  glad  they  got  rid  of.  on  it,  well  over  half  of  all  of  nourished  by  faithful  church 

ms  are  It  happens!  them  grew  up  in  that  kind  of  attendance, 

t  year  We  are  a  people  who  are  stark,  cold,  at  least  distant  The  hard-driving,  one-hun- 

rs  was  prone  "not  to  avoid"  even  relationship  where  a  dad  dred-hour-a-week,  working 
though  we  know  we  are  about  never  grabbed  his  kid  and  businessman  can  be  greatly 
i?  Like  to  get  snapped.  I'm  not  talk-  hugged  him  or  her  and  said,  benefited  by  getting  a  new 
hat  we  ing  about  escapism  that  so  "I  love  you!"  perspective  on  life  from  God, 

it  can  many  people  exercise  today.  Does  it  make  a  difference?  if  he  could  realize  that  life  is 
nd  we  meaning  that  if  it  doesn't  suit  Well,  if  you  could  draw  the  more  than  just  work,  that  it  is 
you  or  if  it  is  a  little  out  of  line  and  see  the  ones  who  the  wonder  of  family  and 
;s  like  your  comfort  zone,  you  stay  knew  a  loving  parent  who  relationships  and  kids, 
r  daily  away  from  some  issue  or  told  them  so,  and  knew  those  The  burdened  mother  who 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


Jesus  Christ 


Inquests  the  Honor 
of  Jour  Presence  L 
inMeaven!  H 


You  Can  Respond  Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following  prayer 

with  God  in  your  own  words: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 

?.  (I  have  sinned.) 

2. 1  want  forgiveness  for  my  sins 
and  freedom  from  eternal  death. 

(I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus  Christ 
into  my  life.  From  this  time 
on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  loving 
relationship  with  him. 

(I  receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

But  as  many  as  received  him.  to 
them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 

children  of  God,  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name  (John  1:12). 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact 
a  local  Baptist  church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 


SBC  Credentials ,  Tellers  committees 
.  announced  for  St.  Louis  meeting 


ST.il  LOUIS  (BP)  —  Members  of  the 
Credentials  Committee  for  the  June  11-12 
jXl^etiiyg  of  thep, Southern  Baptist  Convention 
(9BC)  in  St.  Louis  have  been  named  by  SBC 
President  Jamies  Merritt.  The  committee  will 
be  chaired  by  Kevin  Clarkson,  pastor  of  First 


Merritt  also  named  members  of  the  Tellers 
Committee  for  the  June  11-12  SBC  annual 
meeting  in  St.  Louis.  David  Fleming,  pastor, 
First  Church  Daytona  Beach,  Daytona  Beach, 
Fla.,  will  serve  as  committee  chairman.  1 
Among  the  members  of  the  committee  are 
Randy  Mobley,  pastor  of  Church  Road 
Church,  Nesbit;  Candy  Anderson,  a  teacher 
and  member  of  Parkway  Church,  Clinton; 
and  Shirley  Futral,  a  homemaker  and  mem¬ 
ber  of  Broadmoor  Church,  Madison. 


Church,  Moore,  Okla. 

•AmpngThe  members  of  the  committee  is 
i  KjeJIHe  Kitchings  of  Clinton,  a  homemaker 
and-:  member  of  Morrison  Heights  Church, 
,Oiwton. 


Bible  drill  par¬ 
ticipants  from 
First  Church, 
Oxford,  were  (left 
side  of  stairwell, 
from  top)  Ashley 
Butler,  Courtney 
Hunter,  ana 
Asheton  Fearing; 
(right  side,  ftQm 

Katy  Carter,  MaPy 
Margaret  Mize, 
and 

MacIntyre.  Not 
pictured:  Rebecca 
Hawl 

Whitney 
Wakefield. 

Denton  Lotz 
will  speak  at 
Prentiss  Church, 
Prentiss,  May  26 
at  6  p.m.  Since 
1988,  Lotz  has 
served  as  the  gen¬ 
eral  secretary  of 
the  Baptist  World 
Alliance  (BWA). 
He  has  also 
served  BWA  as 
director  of  evan- 
Bible  drill  participants  of  Hist  Church,  Oxford  gelism  and  educa¬ 

tion  and  director 
of  youth  ministries.  He  served 
as  a  missionary  in  eastern  and 
central  Europe  and  as  a  profes¬ 
sor  at  the  International  baptist 
Seminary  in  Rueschlikon, 

Switzerland. 


Jist  for  the  Record 


Spinning 
cycle  classes 

are  now  being 
held  at  the 
Christian  Life 
Center,  First 
Church, 
Jackson, 
Tuesday  and 
Thursday 
mornings, 
from  6:45-7:30 
a.m.  or  7:30- 
8:15  a.m.  For 
additional 
information, 
call  the 
Christian  Life 
Center  at  (601) 

Kids  on  Mission  of  New  Home  Church,  Smith  Assn.  949-1945. 


New  Home  Church,  Smith 
Association,  began  a  Kids  on 
Mission  group  in  2001.  The 
group  has  collected  food  for  the 
associational  food  pantry;  sent 
letters,  artwork  on  a  mural,  and 
a  large  Christmas  card  to  Taylor 
Field,  Graffiti  Church,  New 
York  City;  and  surpassed  their 
goal  for  tiie  Annie  Armstrong 
Easter  Offering.  Martha  Prince 
is  mission  director;  Ron 
Swindoll,  pastor. 

Double  Springs  Church, 


Williamsburg  Church, 
Collins,  will  celebrate  the 
building  of  a  new  sanctuary 
and  renovation  of  Sunday 
School  rooms  on  May  26  at  11 
a.m.  Lunch  will  be  served  in 
fellowship  hall  following  the 
dedication  services.  Dennis 
Campbell  is  pastor. 

‘Pelahatchie  -.Church. 
Pelahatchie,  will  celebrate  its 
sesauicentennial  anniversary 
on  June  2.  The  schedule  will 
include  worship  service  at  10 
a.m.  with  Bob  Maddux,  for¬ 
mer  pastor,  speaker;  dinner 
on  the  grounds  at  11:30  a.m.; 
and  worship  service  at  1  p.m. 
with  Steve  Mayes,  pastor. 


Maben,  recently  held  a  recogni¬ 
tion  service  for  younger  GAs. 
Pictured  (from  left)  are  Leah 
Foies,  Kara  Foies,  Sara 
Langford,  and  April  Butler. 


GAs  of  Double  Springs  Church,  Maben 


PASTOR ...  WOULD  YOU  READ  THIS  '*• 

From  a  layman  who  could  help  you  be  a  more  effective  soul  winner  in  your  Church? 

When  you  share  the  Plan  of  Salvation  in  a  one-to-one  witness,  do  you  pray  the  Sinners  or  Repentant  prayer? 
Thereby,  should  you  not  do  this  in  your  Invitation  at  the  end  of  your  message,  which  is 

-v% 

Lord  Jesus,  I  know  that  I  am  a  sinner.  I  believe  that  you  died  on  the  cross  and  shed  your  blood  for  my  sins.  You  were  buried, 
you  rose  again,  you  have  ascended  back  into  heaven.  I  believe  by  faith  you  can  and  will  save  me  as  I  ask  you  to.  . 


When  you  finish,  start  singing  your  Invitation  Hymn.  Do  not  continue  talking  when  you  finish.  If  you  want 
to  extend  the  Invitation  to  transfer  membership,  do  this  after  the  first  stanza  of  song.  Try  for  one  year. 

LAYMAN  ...  LET  ME  CHALLENGE  YOU 

Have  you  ever  shared  the  Plan  of  Salvation  with  anyone?  When  I  was  eighteen  (18)  years  old,  a  dentist,  named 
Dr.  Sandusky,  shared  with  me  how  to  be  saved.  I  prayed  in  that  dental  chair  to  receive  Christ. 

Where  would  I  be  today  if  he  had  not  shared  this  with  me? 

A < 

I  had  the  good  fortune  to  lead  several  hundred  to  the  Lord.  This  is  what  I  enjoy  doing.  I  never  get  down  when  someone  does  not  accept 
the  Lord.  This  is  a  rejection  of  the  Lord,  not  me.  I  am  not  a  preacher,  nor  do  I  like  to  speak  to  large  groups.  I  like  one-to-one. 

Would  you  be  willing  to  be  trained  to  lead  people  to  the  Lord?  You  will  never  be  thecsa3^'if  you  4o.  Let  me 

challenge  you  to  ask  your  Pastor  to  train  you.  Better  yet,  go  with  him  and  pHttle  SS«  ‘  '■jji'w  • 

If  one  out  of  fifteen  Southern  Baptists  would  witness  and  lead  one  to  the  Lord,*  Weft  'year  we  WGuldaeao 
1,000,000  come  to  know  the  Lord.  This  is  three  times  as  many  as 

You  should  use  the  prayer  listed  above  which  is  for  Pastot^^oRA  I  jowl  .b»/*iov'ni  jir.  «fu> 

.  >  -i«x,  art  T  Ijonivoiq  >i 

W.M.  GURLEY  I  to  tyn  aril  !i>  amil-llm 

7125  RIVERDALE  BEND  ROAD 

MEMPHIS,  TN  38125^442  >!ut  “oH  f  I  If.  aaiVto 'I  ivij 


If  one  out  of  fifteen  Southern  Baptists  would  witness  and  lead  one  to  the  Lord,  each  year 
1,000,000  come  to  know  the  Lord.  This  is  three  times  as  many  as  $4 

You  should  use  the  prayer  listed  above  which  is  for  Pastot^ioRA 

W.M.  GURLEY 

7125  RIVERDALE  BEND  ROAD  ^ 

MEMPHIS,  TN  38125-4442 


ear'  we 


*vtnvL 
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Revival  dates 

*  ' 

Eagle  lake,  Vicksburg:  June 

9-12;  Sunday,  6  p.m.;  Mon.r 
Wed.,  6:30  p.m.;  Shane 

Freeman,  evangelist;  Terry 
Busby,  music;  Karen  Busby, 
pianist. 


Bellevue  (Pontotoc):  May  26- 

29;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  7  p.m.; 
Mon.-Wea.,  7  p.m.;  David  Ard 
from  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  evange¬ 
list;  Lamar  Pickens,  pastor. 


Mt.  Carmel,  Edinburg:  June 
2-7;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  7  p.m.; 
Mon.-Fri.  7  p.m.;  Randall  Creel, 
Lake,  evangelist;  Jeffery  Jones, 
music;  Keith  Fulton,  pastor. 


Beard,  Crews,  Rickman,  Wright,  and  Smith 


Caledonia  Church, 

Caledonia,  recently  broke 
ground  on  their  new  church 
site  for  their  initial  ministry 
building.  New  building  plan¬ 
ning  committee,  pictured  (from 
left)  are  Donald  Beard;  Donnie 
Crews;  Glenn  Rickman;  Kathy 
Wright;  Mike  Smith,  pastor. 
Not  shown:  Larry  Wright. 


3rd-6th  grade  club  members 
are  also  pictured. 


The  Awana  Club  of  Iuka 
Church,  Iuka,  ended  the  club 
year  with  an  award  banquet. 
Pazlee  Walker  was  chosen  for 
the  clubber  of  the  year.  Tyler 
Walker  (pictured)  received  the 
Timothy  Award  Trophy.  The 


GAs  of  Harmony  Church,  Crystal  Springs 


GAs  of  Harmony  Church, 
Crystal  Springs,  collected 
stuffed  animals  and  shared 
them  with  residents  of  Pine 
Crest  Guest  Home  in 
Hazlehurst  and  Copiah 
Living  Center  in  Crystal 
Springs.  Pictured  are  Reagan 
Sandavol,  Jessica  Cooley, 
Katie  VanLandineham, 
Morgan  Walker,  Lacey 
Sanders,  Amber  Buchanan, 
Kimber  Usry,  Dallas  Jackson, 
Victoria  Harvey,  and  Hope 
Bell.  The  leaders  (pictured, 
back  row)  are  Kathy  Berry, 
Mike  Webb,  and  Charlotte 
Webb.  Not  pictured  are  Karen 
Johnson,  Debbie  and  Becky 
Yarbrough. 


Bl- VOCATIONAL  MINISTER  OF 

MUSIC  sought  by  church  averaging  110 
in  Sunday  School.  Please  e-mail  resume 
to  mwsjgb@vicksburg.com  or  fax  to 
(601)  636-7574  or  mail  to  Calvary 
Baptist  Church,  2878  Old  Hwy.  27, 

Vicksburg,  MS  39180. _ 

HURLEY  BAPTIST  CHURCH.  Hurley, 
Miss.,  is  seeking  a  full-time  minister  of 
music  and  youth.  Please  send  resume  to: 
Hurley  Baptist  Search  Committee,  P.O. 

Box  395,  Hurley,  MS  39555. _ 

FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  Nettleton, 
Miss.,  is  seeking  a  summer  youth  minis¬ 
ter.  For  details  call  (662)  963-7341 .  Send 
resumes  to:  FBC  Nettleton,  P.O.  Box 

427,  Nettleton,  MS  386584)427. _ 

FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  Flora,  Miss., 
is  seeking  a  bi-vocational  minister  of 
music.  Church  is  averaging  190  in 
Sunday  School.  Please  send  resume  to 
FBC  Flora,  P.O.  Box  163,  Flora,  MS 
39071  or  e-mail  resume  to 
riblythe@aol.com.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion  cal  I  (601)  879-8022. _ 

OAKLAND  HEIGHTS  BAPTIST 
CHURCH  seeking  bi-vocational  minis¬ 
ter  of  music  to  work  with  adult  and 
youth  choirs.  Please  send  resume  to 
OHBC,  5718  -  5th  Street,  Meridian,  MS 

39307. _ _ 

MID-SIZED  CHURCH  seeking  part- 
time  minister  of  music.  SteepHollow 
Baptist  Church,  Poplarville,  Miss.  Two 
Sunday  morning  services  plus 
Wednesday  night  services.  Please  caM 
(601)  795-4638  or  fax  resume  to  (601) 

795-4696. _  . 

ROLLING  FORK  BAPTIST  CMORCBnq 
seeking  a  summer  youth  minister. 
Approximately  30  youth  of  Baptist  and 
other  denominations  are  involved.  Two 
bedroom  house  is  provided.  The  posi¬ 
tion  could  turn  full-time  at  the  end  of 
summer  if  desired.  If  interested,  please 
call  Cissy  Smith  or  Andy  Anderson  at 
(662)  873-4346  or  the  church  office  at 
(662)  873-2862. 


GAs  of  First  Church,  Pascagoula 


The  first  and  second  grade 

GAs  of  First  Church, 
Pascagoula,  led  in  worship  on 
April  /  by  performing  in  sign 
language.  We  Will  Glorify  Tne 


Awana  Cub  of  Iuka  Church,  Iuka 


Lamb.  GAs  (from  left)  are  Mary 
Katherine  Lawrence,  Taylor 
Odom,  Taylor  Tingle,  Anna 
Lauren  Harrison,  Samantha 
Kilgore,  Madison  Olsen;  (back 
row)  are  Donna  Anderson,  sign 
language  instructor,  and 
Melissa  Green,  leader.  Rex 
Yancey  is  pastor. 


Are  you  paying  too  much  for  your  Medical  Insurance 
or  Medicare  Supplement  Coverage?  If  yes,  Call  Today! 

Vi 

□  Major  Medical  &  Surgical  Plan 

Helps  pay  benefits  for:  Hospital  Room, 

Intensive  Care,  Surgery,  Maternity, 

Prescription  Drugs. 

□  Medicare  Supplement 

AgesbSlAnd  over.  Low  Rates! 


*0  LdHg-term  Nursing  Care 

Also  available:  Home  Health  Care 

iEov  t 

nse  Burial  Plan 

rdajfyfe  Senior  Life  Protection 

Agents,  GA's  and  MGA's  needed 

Not  connected  with  any  Government  program. 
For  full  details  on  coverage  including 
limitations  and  exclusions  call  todajf^^^ 


Call  today  for  free  information: 

EF.  Hutton  Insurance 
Marketing 

|PO  Box  5127,  Brandon,  MS  39047] 

or  call  toll-free: 

1-877-232-0686 

□  Medicare  Supplement 
under  age  65 
and  on  disability 


Russell  C. 
Harris  dies  at 
age  65 

Russell  C.  Harris,  65,  died 
March  22  at  the  Covington 
County  Hospital.  He  lived  in 
the  Mt. 
Olive  area 
for  the  past 
1 7,  and  was 
a  member 
of  First 
Church, 
Collins. 
Russell  had 
been  dis- 

Harris  abled  sil?ce 
1989,  but 
supplied  in  churches  when  his 
health  permitted.  He  pastored 
churches  in  Florida,  Alabama, 
and  Mississippi  and  served 
with  the  North  American 
Mission  Board  as  a  prison 
chaplain  in  the  Florida  Penal 
System.  Russell  attended 
Baptist  Bible  Institute  in 
Florida,  William  Carey 
College,  and  New  Orleans 
Seminary. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife 
Martha  Hodge  Harris;  children 
Timothy  M.  Harris;  Louin  and 
Donna  Harris  Warden, 
Lumberton;  four  granddaugh¬ 
ters,  one  grandson,  and  three 
great-granddaughters. 
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Names  in  the  News 


Ho\1l  COMIM.S 


Mt.  Olive 
Church, 
Meridian,  held 
deacon  ordina¬ 
tion  services  on 

April  28. 

_ 1  _ 


Liberty 
Church, 
Liberty, 
recently  rec- 


Deacon  Appreciation  raj5*3gg|| 

Day  was  held  on  May  5 
at  Shiloh  Church.  fll." . 
Oxford.  Robert  Gardner  ? ; 
(right)  was  honored  as  ‘A 
deacon  emeritus  and  ■£■ 
presented  a  plaque  by 
David  Thomas,  pastor.  _ 

Deacons  honored  with  ,yf' 
certificates  of  apprecia-  VI I 
tion  (pictured,  from  left)  Cop 
are  Donnie  Holmes, 

Derek  Starnes,  Steven  Watts,  I 
Russell,  Clay  Russell,  pit  sup] 
Kent  Littlejohn,  Willie  D 
Brown;  and  Thomas, 
pastor. 


■  for  20  years  Pictured  are 
service  as  Wesley  Lewis, 
church /finan-  Harvey  Ray 
rial  secretary.  Troutman,  and 
nd  Howard 

Jerry  N.  "Sonny" 
xi,  is  available  for  pul-  Weathers,  aea- 
and  interim  or  music  cons;  and  Terry 
i  may  be  reached  at  L.  Upchurch, 
(2ifJ)  594-0635  or  by  e-mail  at  pastor,  who 
wattcol@yahoo.com.  gave  the  charge 

to  the  church 
Ryan  Smith,  a  graduate  of  and  preached 
William  Carey  College,  was  the  ordination 
ordained  to  the  ministry  on  April  sermon. 

21  at  Williamsburg  Church, 


Thomas  and  Gardner 


Deacons  of  Mt.  Olive  Church,  Meridian 


Collins,  where  he  is  serving 
as  student  minister.  Dennis 
Campbell  is  pastor. 


Tishomingo  Chapel, 
Corinth,  honored  one  or  its 
members  with  Valeria 
Sherard  Appreciation  Day 
on  April  28.  Sherard  served 
as  a  Home  Mission  Board 
missionary  in  Alaska  for  35 
years.  Special  speaker  was 
John  DeFoore  of  Boeme, 
Texas,  who  was  a  pastor  and 
co-worker  in  Alaska  when 
Sherard  went  there  in  1952. 
Pictured  (from  left)  are  Tracy 
Moser,  representing  Blue 
Mountain  College;  Bruce 
and  Melna  Dellinger; 
Marianne  Rollins  of 
Shalimar,  Fla.;  Sherard;  and 
DeFoore. 


Deacons  of  Shiloh  Church,  Oxford 

A  reception  will  be  held  in 
honor  of  William  Robert  "Bill" 
Miller,  pastor  of  Bethel  Church, 
Monticello,  on  May  26,  from  2- 
4  p.m.  Miller  received  his  doc¬ 
torate  of  ministry  degree  at 
Midwestern  Seminary,  St. 
Louis,  Mo.,  on  May  18. 


Moser,  the  Dellingers,  Rollins,  Sherard,  and  DeFoore 


aisville:  June  Friendship,  Brookhaven:  P.  (Bob)  Robinson,  Hattiesburg, 
a.m.;  dinner  May  26;  Sunday  School,  10  guest  speaker;  dinner  in  fellow- 
noon;  testi-  a.m.;  worship,  11  a.m.;  noon  ship  nail  at  noon;  Ervin 
1  singing,  1:30  meal;  and  afternoon  service;  Mooney,  pastor. 

;gan,  Crystal  Raymond  Parker,  guest  speak- 

preacher;  er;  Jimmy  Houston,  pastor.  Roundaway,  Doddsville: 

music;  Jack  May  26;  worship,  10:45  a.m.; 

Oral,  Hattiesburg:  June  2;  covered  dish  lunch;  1:15  p.m. 
10:45  a.m.;  lunch  in  fellow-  service;  Ron  and  Charlotte 
ship  hall,  12:15  p.m.;  recogni-  Madison  of  Wetumka,  Ala., 
tion  of  former  pastors  and  speakers, 
music,  1:30-3  p.m.;  Tom 

McCormick,  former  pastor,  Hebron,  Pheba:  June  2; 
guest  speaker;  George  G.  Sunday  School,  10  a.m.;  wor- 
Aultman,  interim  pastor.  ship,  ll  a.m.;  lunch  in  fellow¬ 

ship  hall  followed  by  a  singing 
West  Shady  Grove  (Wayne):  service;  James  Parker,  message; 
June  2;  worship,  11  a.m.;  Robert  Matthew  Ware,  music. 


Mt.  Olive  (Carroll):  May  26; 

Sunday  School,  9:45  a.m.;  wor¬ 
ship,  10:45  a.m.,  followed  with 
lunch;  message  by  Keith 

Ramage,  new  pastor. 

Corinth,  Purvis:  May  26; 

112th  year;  Sunday  School,  9:45 
a.m.;  music  and  worship  service 
with  Joe  Beach,  10:30  a.m.;  The  Calvary,  Pricedale:  June  2; 
Bibletones  Quartet,  special  fellowship,  9:30  a.m.;  worship, 

music,  11:30  a.m.;  covered  dish  10:30  a.m.;  Wayne 

lunch,  12:15  p.m.;  David  McCullough,  guest  speaker; 

Strebeck,  pastor.  lunch  in  fellowship  hall;  after¬ 

noon  song  and  praise  service; 

Leaf  River,  Pineville:  June  9;  Bradley  and  Brandy  White  will 
Jim  McIntosh,  Altha,  Fla.,  origi-  lead  in  afternoon  service; 
nally  from  Pineville,  morning  Harold  Gartman,  pastor, 
sermon;  lunch  and  fellowship 
will  follow;  45th  annual  meet¬ 
ing  of  Pineville-Leaf  River 
Cemetery  Association,  1:30  p.m. 

Antioch,  Florence:  June  2; 
dinner  on  the  grounds  at  noon; 
afternoon  music  starting  at  1 
p.m.;  Charles  Moore,  pastor, 
speaker;  Tim  Aycock,  music. 

Liberty  (Carroll):  June  2;  ser¬ 
vices,  10:45  a.m.;  George  Smith, 

Carroll/Montgomery 
Association,  guest  speaker; 

Shirley  Berry,  Water  Valley, 
music;  Riley  Ainsworth,  pastor. 

Shiloh,  (Carroll):  May  26; 
service,  11  a.m.,  followed  by 
lunch  at  the  church;  Doug 
Warren,  pastor,  message. 


Clark  W. 
McMurray 
dies  at  81 


Clark  W.  McMurray,  81,  died 
April  5  at  Pine  Meadow 
Alzheimers  Specialty  Care 
Center,  Hattiesburg.  McMurray, 
a  native  of  Alabama,  pastored 
Calvary  Church,  Harrodsburg, 
Ky.;  Stanford  Church,  Stanford, 
Ky.;  First  Church,  Philadelphia; 
Northside  Church,  Chattanooga, 
Tenn.;  and  First,  Pascagoula, 
where  he  served  22  years.  He 
received  his  education  from 
Mississippi  College  and 
Southern  Seminary. 

Survivors  include  two  sons, 
David  Clark  McMurray  of  San 
Antonio,  Tex.,  and  John  Mark 
McMurray,  of  Kingsport,  Tenn.; 
two  daughters,  Janet  McMurray 
Patterson  of  Hattiesburg  and 
Susan  McMurray  Fleming  of 
Chico,  Calif.;  and  a  sister,  Ann 
Foster  of  Cleveland;  and  1 2 
grandchildren. 


First  Baptist  Church,  Jackson,  Mississippi  welcomes 

TRUTH 

on  their  farewell  concert  tour 

Sunday,  May  26 
6:30  p.ni;1  „ 

No  admission  charged  /  Ticket  not  required  M 

li  i  O'  u' 

For  more  than  30  years,  TRUTH  has  used  music 
to  share  its  message  of  God's  love  worldwide,  i 
You  won’t  want  to  miss  this  special  evening 
on  the  group’s  farewell  tPUr. 

i  ,CN 

First  Baptist  Church 

431  North  State  Street  !  Jackson,  Mississippi  39201 

601.949.19CK? 
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Baptist  College  News 


Mississippi  College  retiring  faculty 

Mississippi  College  recog-  administrative  secretary.  Teacher 
nized  retiring  faculty  on  April  30  Education  (22  years);  and  Lois 
in  honor  of  their  years  of  service 


Mississippi  College  held  its 
undergraduate  commencement 
ceremonies  for  the  176th  session 
on  May  11.  S.  Truett  Cathv, 
founder  and  chairman  of  Chick- 
Fil-A  gave  the  commencement 
address.  Terrv  Cutrer,  pastor  of 
Moffett  Road  Church,  Mobile, 
Ala.,  gave  the  invocation.  Jim 
Nalls,  Agape  Agenda  Ministries, 
River  Ridge,  La.,  gave  the  bene¬ 
diction.  Pictured  (from  left)  are 
Lloyd  E.  Roberts,  interim  presi¬ 
dent;  Cathy;  Cutrer;  and  Nalls. 

Mississippi  College  held  its 
graduate  commencement  cere¬ 
monies  for  the  176th  session  on 
May  10.  Degrees  were  conferred 
on  approximately  75  graduate 


student  candidates.  Anita  Gowin, 
professor,i 
Department  of 
Foreign 
Languages, 
gave  the  com- 
mencement 
address.  Mike 
Thompson, 
pastor  of 

Glade  Church, 

Laurel,  gave 
the  invocation 
and  benedic¬ 
tion.  Pictured 
(from  left)  are 
Lloyd  E.  Roberts 

Roberts,  inter¬ 
im  president;  Gowin;  and 
Thompson. 


Roberts,  Gowin,  and  Thompson 


nized  retiring  racuny  on  April  ju  taucanon  (zz  years);  and  Lois 
in  honor  of  tneir  years  of  service.  Summerlin,  Brandon,  postal 
Those  retiring  from  the  college  clerk,  MC  Campus  Post  Office 


i!  -  niujuuif 

i  Wf 


this  year  are  Anita  Gowin,  (16  years).  Pictured  (from  left, 
Clinton,  professor  and  chair,  seated)  are  Smith,  Robbins,  and 


Foreign  Languages  (32  years); 
Joel  n.  Hudson,  Clinton,  assistant 
professor.  Family  &  Consumer 
Sciences  and  Health  Education 
(31  vears);  Rachel 
H.  Bmith,  Clinton, 
associate  library 
director.  Speed 
Library  (23  years); 

Linda"  Lytal, 

Clinton,  counselor. 

Counseling  and 
Testing  Center  (26 
years);  George  C  . 

Pittman,  Canton, 
professor. 

Department  of 
English  (25  years); 

Danie  Robbins, 

Clinton,  secretary, 
president's  office 
(23  years);  Marilyn 
Joiner,  Clinton,  L 


Joiner;  (standing)  Pittman,  Weill, 
Gowin,  Summerlin,  and  Hudson. 

Gerald  Lee  of  Clinton,  pro¬ 
fessor  of  econom¬ 
ics,  has  been 
named  the 

Distinguished 
Professor  of  the 
Year  at  Missis¬ 
sippi  College 
(MC).  He  joined 
the  faculty  in 
1970.  Lee  is  a 

graduate  of  MC, 
University  of 
Soutnern 
Mississippi,  and 
received  the  doc¬ 
torate  of  philoso¬ 
phy  degree  at  the 
University  of 
»  Mississippi. 


Roberts,  Cathy,  Cutrer,  and  Nalls 


VBS  Dates 


Antioch  Church,  Columbus: 

June  3-7;  9  a.m.-noon;  age  4 
through  8th  grade;  for  additional 
information,  call  (662)  328-4787. 

Faith,  Jackson:  June  3-7; 
8:30-11:30  a.m.;  kindergarten 
through  6th  grade;  Greg  Wolfe 
is  pastor;  for  additional  infor¬ 
mation,  call  (601)  368-2983. 


CLASSIFIED  ADS 

RATE:  60  cents  per  word,  minimum  of  ten  vvo<ds;  maximum  of  fifty  words.  Cash  with  outer  except  on  contract  advertising.  Include  name, 
address,  zip  code,  and  phone  number  in  word  count  No  blind  ads.  ONLY  WRITTEN  AOS  ACCEPTED.  t  _ 


ATTENTION  MINISTERS  and  self 
employed.  Finally  affordable  health 
insurance  call  (662)  568-3482. 

HOPPER  CLASS  STUDIO  -  Custom 
church  windows,  reworking  and  repair  - 
Columbus/Jackson  -  (877)  477-1899. 
PEARL  RIVER  CLASS  STUDIO,  INC., 
(800)  771-3639;  www.prgs.com.  New 
stained  glass  church  windows,  repair 
and  restoration,  baptistry  murals. 
CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY  Free  esti 
mates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman, 
Miss.,  phone  (601)  776-661  7. 

FIRST  SOUTHERN  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
Hawthorne,  Nev.,  is  seeking  volunteer 
construction  workers  to  help  remodel 
our  building.  We  have  three  projects 
that  we  are  wishing  to  complete  this 
summer  and  an  opportunity  like  this  is 
ideal  as  a  mission  project  for  a  church. 
For  more  information  contact  Pastor 
Jerry  Etberon  at  (775):  945-0490;  (775) 
945-55t2;  or  NBC  Volunteer  Enhstment 
Coordinators  at  (775)  721-0238. 
CROUPS  FOR  GREAT  PASSION  PLAY 
packages  in  Eureka  Springs,  Ark.,  (with 
tickets,  lodging,  recreation,  and  meals) 
see  www.kellersreiort.com  or  call  (479) 

253-8418.  _ /■  _ 

HEIDELBERG  STAINED  CLASS, 
Meridian.  Design,  Fabrication,  Repair. 
Call  1-800-368-2705  or  fax  illustrations 
to  (601 )  483-7958. 


May  23, 2002 


WWW.CULFSHORECONDOS.COM  - 

4  night  weekday  special  $340  -  2  night 
weekend  special  $180.  Efficiency  unit 
sleeps  4.  Good  through  August  1 0.  Call 
(205)  554-1  524  or  (251 )  968-3222. 
NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  COMPANY, 
INC.  -  Did  Bibles  rebound,  also  church 
bulletins  and  hymnals.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  call  (662)  453-7424  or  fax  us  at 
(662)  455-4743.  Located  at  107  North 
Stone  Ave.,  Greenwood,  MS  38930. 
VACATION  IN  THE  SMOKIES  atop 
Bear  Mountain,  minutes  from 
Gatlinburg,  Pigeon  Forge,  Dollywood, 
Outlet  Malls,  and  the  Great  Smoky 
Mountains  National  Park.  GREYSTONE 
is  the  perfect  cabin  for  families  or  hon- 
eymooners!  Space  for  eight,  fully  fur¬ 
nished,  satellite,  TV/VCR,  stone  fire¬ 
place,  wrap-a-round  porch,  with  HOT 
TUB  and  beautiful  views!  Reserve 
GREYS  TONE  at  (800)  636-1 1  74. 
PARADISE  LANES  -  Mississippi's  only 
smok*  and  alcohol  free  Bowling 
Center.  Call  about  lock-in,  group 
rates,  fund  raisers,  and  leagues. 
Located  at  820  Cooper  Road,  Jackson, 
MS,  (601)  372-7700 
BRANSON,  MO,  CONDO  -  Smoke- 
free;  no  pets;  walk-in.  Sleeps  six;  total¬ 
ly  furnished  —  2BD/2BA.  Reduced 
rates;  groups  welcomed.  Anniversary 
Specials.  (662)  746-4632. 


FLAG  POLES  -  20  FT.  TO  90  FT.  with 
U.S.  flag  delivered  in  crate  or  installed. 
Gulf  Coast  Flags  and  Banners,  P.O.  Box 
3719,  Gulfport,  MS  39505.  Visa, 
Master  Card,  and  Discover  accepted. 
Call  (228)  832-2120. 

CHURCH  FURNITURE  FOR  SALE: 
69  pews  of  various  lengths,  commu¬ 
nion  table,  pulpit,  pulpit  chairs. 
Available  in  September.  Call  First 
Baptist  Church,  Winona,  MS,  (662) 
283-4682.  1 

PLEASANT  HILL  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
Union  City,  Tenn.,  is  looking  for  a  full 
time  youth  pastor.  Send  resumes  to: 
Pleasant  Hill  Baptist  Church,  688 
Sublett  Road,  Union  City,  TN  38261. 
MINISTER  OF  EDUCATION:  Twelfth 
Street  Baptist  Church  of  Gadsden, 
Ala.,  is  seeking  a  full-time  minister  of 
education.  Send  resumes  to  Twelfth 
Street  Baptist  Church,  Attn:  Church 
Staff  Search  Committee,  323  South 
1  2th  Street,  Gadsden,  AL  35901 . 
BEVERLY'S  TOURS  &  TRAVEL, 
Starkville,  Miss.,  Christian  Fellowship 
&  Fun.  Gulf  Deep  Sea  Fishing  May 
26-27;  Smokies  Silver  Dollar  Rod 
Run  May  29-June  1 ;  Worship  with  Dr. 
Charles  Stanley  June  8-9;  Rocky 
Mountain  High/Yellowstone  luly  8- 
19.  Call  Beverly  Rives  at  (662)465- 
8805  for  information. 


Glade,  Laurel:  June  3-7;  age 
4-6th  grade;  8-11:30  a.m.;  for 
additional  information,  call 
(601)  649-4246. 

Barnes  Crossing,  Tupelo: 

June  3-7;  6:30-8:30  p.m.;  J.  D. 
Johnson,  pastor. 

New  Hope,  Foxworth:  June 
3-7;  age  2-grade  6,  8:30-11:30 
a.m.;  teenagers,  June  10-14, 
6:30-8  p.m.;  call  (601)  736-6511 
for  more  information. 

Castlewoods,  Brandon: 

June  2-6;  6:15-8:45  p.m.;  kinder¬ 
garten  through  grade  6;  for 
additional  information  or  to 
pre-register,  call  (601)  992-9977. 

Friendship,  Aberdeen;  June 
3-7;  age  3  to  6th  grade;  for  addi¬ 
tional  information,  call  (662) 
369-6930  or  369-2973;  Todd 
Bowen,  pastor. 

Invest  with  someone 
you  know  and  trust! 

•  Traditional  and  Roth  IRAs 

•  Rollover  and  Spousal  IRAs 

•  Personal  Investment 
Accounts 

For  Annuity  Board  participants 
and  their  spouses. 

1-800-262-0511 

absbc.org 

For  more  complete  information  about 
AB  Funds  Trust,  including  charges  and 
expenses,  call  I -H00-262-05I 1  for  a 
prospectus.  Read  it  carefully  before 
you  invest  or  send  money i.  PFPC 
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Georgia  Mae 
Ogburn  dies 
at  91 

Georgia  Mae  Ogburn,  91, 
an  emeritus  Southern  Baptist 
missionary  to  Chile,  died  April 
14.  Appointed  by  the 
International  Mission  Board  in 
1  9  4  0, 
Ogburn 
headed  the 
women's 
department 
of  Chilean 
Baptist 
Seminary  in 
Santiago 
before 

Ogburn  accepting 

°  the  position 

of  executive  secretary-treasur¬ 
er  for  Chile's  Woman's 
Missionary  Union  in  1948. 
Born  in  Selma,  Ala.,  and 
reared  in  Meridian,  Ogburn 
was  a  graduate  of  Blue 
Mountain  College  and 
Woman's  Missionary  Union 
Training  School  (now  merged 
with  Southern  Baptist 
Seminary)  in  Louisville,  Ky. 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 

Unsigned  letters  will  not  be  print¬ 
ed.  No  multi-copy  or  form  letters 
will  be  used. 

Each  correspondent  must  include 
an  address  and  telephone  number 
for  verification.  In  special  instances, 
name  may  be  withheld  at  writer's 
request  and  editor  's  discretion. 

Please  include  the  name  of  coop¬ 
erating  Mississippi  Baptist  church 
where  correspondent  is  a  mem¬ 
ber.  (Mississippi  Baptists'  letters 
will  receive  priority  when  space 
is  limited.) 

Letters  must  be  limited  to  250 
words.  All  correspondence  is 
subject  to  editing. 

Correspondents  should  refrain 
from  personal  attacks.  The  opin¬ 
ions  expressed  in  letters  to  the  edi¬ 
tor  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the 
views  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board. 

No  more  than  one  letter  from  any 
individual  will  be  printed  during 
a  three-month  period. 

When  in  the  judgement  of  the 
editor  a  given  issue  has  received 
sufficient  attention,  correspon¬ 
dence  dealing  with  it  will  no 
longer  be  published  and  a  notice 
will  be  printed  to  that  effect. 


.  longtime 
South  Mississippi 
and  a  native  of  Smith  County, 
died  at  his  home  in 

Hattiesburg  on  April  1 8  after  a 
lengthy  illness.  Funeral 


CAT. 
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MISSION  HELP  NEEDED 

Editor: 

Since  1993,  our  church  has 
been  involved  in  many  mission 
trips  outside  the  country,  and 
we  have  had  13  trips  to  Mexico. 
All  our  Mexico  trips  have  been 
extensive  —  several  Vacation 
Bible  School  teams,  a  construc¬ 
tion  team,  and  at  least  one  med¬ 
ical  team  on  each  trip  during 
the  summers. 

The  Lord  has  already  pro¬ 
vided  most  of  the  needs  for  our 
July  20-27  Mexico  mission  trip, 
except  for  some  key  people.  As 
yet  we  have  no  doctor,  aentist, 
optometrist,  or  pharmacist. 
Our  prayer  is  that  someone  will 
sense  the  Lord's  call  to  this  spe¬ 
cific  need  and  place,  and 
respond  to  his  leading.  We 
have  nurses  at  this  time,  but  a 
nurse  practitioner  would  be  a 
blessing  because  we  have  a 
missionary  doctor  on  the  field. 

Should  vou  sense  this  as  the 
Lord's  will  for  your  life,  you 
may  obtain  further  information 
bv  contacting  me  at  105  N. 
Marshall  Ave.,  Charleston,  MS 
38921,  or  by  calling  (662)  647- 
5350  after  3:30  p.m. 

We  will  be  working  in  north¬ 
eastern  Mexico  in  the  State  of 
Tamaulipas  with  Southern 
Baptist  Convention-related 
missionaries.  Total  cost  is  $350 
from  Mississippi,  unless  one 
prefers  to  make  different  travel 
plans. 

Joe  Young,  pastor 

Calvary  Chapel  Church 

Parchman 


OUTRAGED 

Editor: 

I  am  outraged  at  the  decision 
of  our  U.S.  Supreme  Court  to 
legalize  child  pornography  if 
no  child  is  involved  in  the  mak¬ 
ing  of  the  pornographic  movie. 
This  means  that  sex  between  an 
adult  and  child,  oral  sex  involv¬ 
ing  a  child,  and  sexual  bondage 
of  a  child  is  now  legal  if  the 
movie  is  made  using  computer 
images  and  no  living  child  is 
used  to  make  the  movie. 

I  demand  and  hope  that  the 
American  public  will  concur 
that  the  six  justices  who  voted 
to  legalize  child  pornography 
resign  or  be  impeached.  I 
demand  that  they  be  arrested 
for  promoting  child  pornogra¬ 
phy  and  convicted  of  doing  the 
same.  I  demand  that  they  be 
imprisoned  just  as  a  child 
molester  would  be. 

This  should  be  the  attitude 
of  every  parent  in  this  country. 
This  should  be  the  attitude  of 
our  President  and  U.S. 
Congress.  This  should  be  the 
attitude  of  all  of  our  so-called 
Christian  leaders,  who  should 
be  preaching  this  message  from 
their  pulpits  every  Sunday 
until  something  is  done  about 
our  Supreme  Court. 

It  is  time  Americans  —  espe¬ 
cially  Christian  Americans  — 
stood  on  their  feet.  It  is  time  we 
told  the  Supreme  Court  and  the 
American  government  that  we 
are  not  going  to  stand  for  their 
immorality  in  our  land  any 


more.  No  more  child  pornogra¬ 
phy,  no  more  homosexuality, 
no  more  abortions,  and  no 
more  adulterous  and  lying  gov¬ 
ernment  officials. 

David  Flake 
Bogue  Chitto 


MISSIONS  &  EVANGELISM 
Editor: 

Had  our  present  convention 
leaders  been  alive  150  years  ago 
when  slavery  was  an  issue,  I 
wonder  if  one  of  them  might 
have  made  the  following  quote: 
"Slavery  is  not  the  issue.  The 
issue  is  the  infallibility  of  the 
Word  of  God.  I  am  shamed  that 
Baptist  activists  would  advocate 
freedom  to  the  point  of  sup¬ 
planting  the  lordship  of  Jesus 
Christ  and  the  authority  of 
God's  infallible  Word  as 
expressed  in  Eph.  6:5."  Jerry 
Rankin,  president  of  the 
International  Mission  Board, 
used  similar  words  defending 
his  actions  in  The  Baptist  Record 
on  March  28 

(Point/Counterpoint,  page  two). 

The  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  was  formed  in  1845 
with  a  commitment  to  evange¬ 
lism  and  missions,  based  on  tne 
promise  of  the  priesthood  of 
the  believer  —  individuals 
answering  only  to  God  accord¬ 
ing  to  his  call.  For  years  our 
coalition  has  carried  out  the 
Great  Commission  and  hon¬ 
ored  him  in  the  process. 

To  require  our  missionaries 
to  endorse  a  creed  that  has  but 
one  purpose  is  to  insult  us  all. 
Our  leadership  has  chosen  a  hill 
on  which  to  live  and  die,  a  hill 
of  doctrinal  perspective  that  in 
their  minds  is  more  important 
than  our  commitment  to  mis¬ 
sions  and  evangelism. 

My  prayer  is  that  our  leaders 
will  realize  the  path  down 
which  they  are  taking  our  peo¬ 
ple.  When  we  discard  the  fun¬ 
damental  principles  on  which 
our  convention  was  founded, 
we  not  only  destroy  the 
strength  of  our  convention  but 
we  also  begin  a  crusade  of  con¬ 
demnation  where  Satan  is  the 
ultimate  winner. 

John  Dowdle 

Columbus 


MERE  SEPARATION? 

Editor: 

Have  the  fires  of  Hell  been 
extinguished?  A  former  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  in  a  nationally  tele¬ 
vised  sermon  casually  referred 
to  Hell  as  a  "separation  from 
God."  A  Baptist  preacher  and 
writer  wrote,  "Hell  is  where 
God  isn't."  In  essence,  a  separa¬ 
tion.  This  seems  to  be  the  polite 
or  politically  correct  descrip¬ 
tion  of  Hell  today. 

Hell  indeed  is  a  separation 
from  God.  People  who  never 
accept  Jesus  have  always  been 
separated  from  God. 
Separation  holds  not  fear  for 
them.  Hell  is  more  than  a  sepa¬ 
ration.  It  is  aplace  of  punish¬ 
ment  by  fire.  The  Bible  says  this 
repeatedly. 


I  do  not  claim  to  be  a  Bible 
scholar,  but  I  am  a  student  of 
the  Bible  and  a  believer.  I  read 
and  listen,  and  what  I  read  and 
hear  does  not  always  mesh 
with  the  truth  of  the  Bible. 

Was  Jonathan  Edwards  in 
his  famous  sermon.  Sinners  in 
the  Hands  of  An  Angry  God, 
preaching  Hell  as  a  mere  sepa¬ 
ration  from  God?  He  preached 
of  a  Hell  so  horrible  and  only  a 
heartbeat  away  for  unsaved 
people,  that  many  in  the  con¬ 
gregation  were  crying  and 
pleading  for  him  to  stop. 
Preachers  of  yesteryear 
preached  that  Heaven  is  real 
and  Hell  is  hot. 

I  was  hesitant  to  write  this 
letter  but  felt  compelled  to  do 
so. 

Haskel  Stringer 

Bay  Springs 


NOT  SAME  GOD 
Editor: 

I  see  where  certain  denomi¬ 
nations  are  attempting  to  com¬ 
bine  Christian,  Jewish,  and 
Islamic  verses  into  one  devo¬ 
tional  handbook.  Well,  let  me 
once  again  emphasize  that 
these  three  religions  do  not 
worship  the  same  god. 
Christians  do  not  devote  tneir 
time  to  Mohammed;  neither  do 
we  pray  to  Allah.  Muslims  do 
not  devote  their  time  to  Jesus; 
neither  do  they  worship 
Jehovah  God.  Christians  do  not 
sing  that  Muhammad  saves; 
neither  do  Jews  or  Muslims 
sing  Jesus  saves. 

I  believe  in  the  lineage  of 
Isaac,  not  Ishmael.  Jesus  is 
more  than  a  prophet  or  a  good 

f>erson.  He  is  the  Son  of 
ehovah  God  and  is  my  Lord 
and  Savior.  Esau  sold  his 
birthright  to  Jacob  and  it  seems 
some  professing  Christians  are 
doing  the  same. 

It  is  a  shame  in  the  face  of 
God  to  allow  Muslim  ministers 
in  to  Christian  pulpits,  which 
were  once  dedicatee!  to  the  fur¬ 
therance  of  Christ's  teachings 
and  the  salvation  of  lost  souls 
through  the  blood  of  Jesus, 
Jehovah  God's  only  begotten 
Son.  That  blood  can  cleanse  all 
shame  and  sin. 

Charlie  Emerson 
Ocean  Springs 


DOCTRINAL  PARAMETERS 
Editor: 

In  your  Point  /Counterpoint 
in  the  April  18  issue,  Rex 
Yancey  wrote  that  signing  the 
Baptist  Faith  and  Message  2000 
(BF&M  2000)  questions  the 
integrity  and  careers  of  our 
missionaries.  Since  they  previ¬ 
ously  signed  t£tMBF&M  1963, 
did  that  question  their  integri¬ 
ty?  As  an  adjunct  professor  at 
New  Orleans  Seminary,  I  had  to 
sign  a  stateme^.dAt  I  wifi  not ' 
teach  contrary  ’VoVtoe  BF&M  1 
2000  and  the  seminBy  Articles 
of  Belief.  I  did  not  consider  ’that' 
a  question  of  my- integrity/ btilv 
the  seminary  enSimhg  that  if 
works  within  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention's  (SBC)1 
3liw  •  lit  -r,<  )"> 

'  '  V  ?.l*  1  '. 


adopted  statement  of  beliefs. 
Was  this  uproar  experienced  in 
1963  over  the  then-new  BF&M? 

Yancey  wrote,  "...we  will  not 
condense  the  truth  of  God's 
Word  down  to  man's  interpre¬ 
tation  and  then  insist  that 
everybody  conform  to  it."  The 
BF&M  2000,  or  the  1963  or  1925 
versions,  did  not  reduce  God's 
Word  down.  They  simply  cate¬ 
gorized  our  beliefs  as  a  denom¬ 
ination.  Accepting  these  docu¬ 
ments  is  not  necessary  for  sal¬ 
vation  or  church  membership, 
but  they  do  express  the  doctri¬ 
nal  parameters  within  which 
we  will  work  as  a  convention. 
Stating  that  one  does  his  work 
within  these  doctrinal  parame¬ 
ters  does  not  "violate  their 
sense  of  freedom,"  as  Yancey 
wrote,  anymore  that  signing 
the  BF&M  1963  did. 

All  SBC  agencies  must  work 
within  its  doctrinal  parameters. 
We  would  not  allow  a  mission¬ 
ary  or  seminary  professor  to 
teach  false  doctrine.  Therefore 
we  need  a  guideline  stating 
those  parameters.  We  have  one 
approved  by  the  SBC,  the 
SF&M  2000. 


B 


Rick  Henson,  pastor 
Oakdale  Church,  Brandon 


GOSPEL  OR  POLITICS? 
Editor: 

There  seems  to  be  a  lot  of 
discussion  in  the  press  about 
the  signing  of  the  2000  Baptist 
Faith  and  Message  (BFM)  by 
missionaries  on  the  field. 
However,  I  have  yet  to  read  a 
report  of  what  missionaries  on 
the  field  are  saying. 

The  biggest  question 
expressed  by  other  International 
Mission  Board  missionaries  in 
my  area  was  not  whether  they 
should  sign  the  form  but  how  to 
get  the  signed  form  back  to 
Richmond  (most  of  us  received 
it  by  e-mail).  Not  a  single  mis¬ 
sionary  I  know  on  the  field  had 
any  reservations  about  pledging 
their  commitment  to  work  ana 
teach  in  accordance  with  and 
not  contrary  to  the  2000  BFM. 
Most,  including  myself,  saw  it 
as  a  further  opportunity  to 
affirm  our  accountability  to  the 
millions  of  Southern  Baptist 
who  hold  the  ropes  for  us  at 
home  through  the  Cooperative 
Program. 

Confessions  are  simple 
statements  of  our  commonly 
held  understandings  of 
Scripture.  No  individual  must 
affirm  these  confessions  to 
become  a  member  in  one  of  our 
churches.  Periodically  we  must 
revisit  and  update  them  to  deal 
with  the  current  issues. 

Should  we  not  as  Southern 
Baptist  expect  and  even 
encourage  our  missionaries  to 
plant  churches  that  reflect  our 
commonly  held  beliefs?  So 
much  unnecessary  attention 
has  been  focused  on  this  minor 
event  that  we  are  in  danger  of 
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Packard 
W&Mfrica 
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"and  when  he  had  come  to  thing,  but  yet  God  puts  her 
himself,"  because  it  suggests  name  in  the  Book  and  records 
that  the  truth  of  what  was  nap-  for  all  time  the  humble  service 
pening  finally  dawned  on  him.  she  gave. 

It  was  not  a  dream.  When  Peter  told  the  whole 

Although  Peter  was  not  like  story  of  his  experience  to  these 
the  prodigal  son  in  Luke  15,  saints  gathered  at  Mary's 
both  of  them  had  come  to  a  home,  he  instructs  them  to  tell 
place  of  actually  realizing  what  it  to  the  rest  of  the  believers.  It 
was  happening  in  their  lives,  is  always  comforting  and 
Self  plays  a  larger  part  in  the  encouraging  to  hear  over  and 
lives  of  both  sinners  and  over  the  wondrous  story  of 
Christians  because  the  former  God's  deliverance, 
is  filled  with  self,  and  the  latter  It  needs  to  be  said  that  the 
is  used  by  God  to  display  him-  uplifted  hands  of  intercession 
self!  Before  we  can  come  to  our-  match  any  threat  of  persecu- 
selves,  Christ  comes  to  us  first,  tion  by  an  enemy.  It  also  needs 
Peter  must  have  considered  to  be  noted  that  God  doesn't 
all  that  had  just  transpired  and  always  rescue  his  people  from 
then  made  the  decision  as  to  persecution, 
what  to  do  next.  This  is  so  char-  In  this  one  chapter  alone  we 
acteristic  of  our  Lord.  He  does  have  evidence  of  that.  God 
for  us  what  we  cannot  do  for  does  work  on  behalf  of  those 
ourselves,  and  then  we  are  left  who  trust  in  him,  but  his  ways 
to  use  our  own  spiritual  judge-  are  not  our  ways.  All  of  us  have 
ment  in  the  light  of  his  worcL  the  assurance  of  God  that  noth- 
Peter  gives  God  the  glory  for  ing  can  happen  to  any  of  his 
his  deliverance,  and  goes  own  unless  ne  says  so!  When 
straight  to  the  place  where  he  persecuted,  the  church  has  but 
knows  his  fellow  believers  one  effective  weapon,  and  that 
were  gathered.  The  next  event  is  to  pray  earnestly  to  our  God, 
shows  us  how  God  never  for-  in  whom  we  trust, 
gets  the  humblest  servant.  Here  Gunn  is  a  member  of  First 
is  a  slave  girl,  doing  just  a  small  Church,  Biloxi. 


Family  Bible  Study 

\\ 

Ministry  to  persecuted  believers 

Acts  12:1-19 


By  Sandra  Gunn 


Explore  the  Bible 

~  Use  God's  full  armor 

9 

Ephesians  6:10-20 


£9  I  the  struggle  that  offensive  weapon  mentioned. 

I  Christians  face.  Paul  Therefore,  Christians  are  to 
.  f  I  admonished  these  use  God's  Word,  not  the 
v  I  Christians  to  use  the  weapons  of  the  world,  to  fight 
W  I  full  armor  of  God.  in  their  struggle  against  evil. 
Believers  should  This  implies  that  believers 

declare  they  need  all  should  memorize  key  verses 
.  .  the  various  pieces  and  quote  them  to  themselves 
eld  becaus§  of  the  spiritual  during  a  spiritual  battle, 
nature  of  their  struggle.  Verse  18  emphasizes  the 

The  main  application  of  this  fact  that  Christians  find  the 
section  is  that  a  Christian's  power  to  withstand  evil 
these  only  hope  in  the  terrific,  through  prayer.  Paul 
more  unseen  struggle  with  the  described  each  piece  of  the 
id  in  forces  of  evil  is  to  use  the  full  armor  ofdod.  Paul  then 
resources  God  provides.  described  the  resources  God 

The  third  section  instructs  has  made  available  to 
believers  to  check  their  equip-  Christians  so  they  can  be  vic- 
'  '  “  ""  1  torious  against  the  forces  of 

i  of  Roman  armor  are  evil. 

important,  but  of  more  To  apply  this  to  today, 
importance  is  the  resources  Christians  need  to  know  the 

pieces  of  armor  and  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  each  to  be  victorious 
against  Satan. 

The  fourth  section  instructs 
believers  to  pray  for  others 
(vv.  9-10).  Tnis  request  for 


The  passage  is  bro- 
ken  into  four  sec- 
tions.  The  first  sec-  R 
that  God  provides  tion  instructs  believ- 
ris  to  be  victorious  ers  to  be  strong  (v.  10).  The 
:orces  of  evil.  words  "be  strong"  could  be 

’istians  try  to  stand  translated  "be  strengthened." 
n  strength  against  Paul  reminded 
id  his  evil  forces.  Christians  they  needed 
>  either  out  of  spir-  strength  than  they  h, 
ice  or  arrogance.  themselves.  They  also  had  to 
lievers  eitner  do  realize  that  they  needed  the 

bout  the  armor,  or  strength  that  only  comes  from  .  . 

think  they  need  to  God.  The  application  for  today  ment  (vv.^  14-18).  The  different 
iritual  equipment  is  that  God  strengthens  pieces  '  " 

■  them.  As  a  result  Christians  who  rely  on  him  i 
t  prepared  to  fight  and  his  power.  i 

hey  fall  prey  to  nis  The  second  section  instructs  they  represent. 

believers  to  stand  their  ground  God  makes  these  resources 
,  need  to  avail  (vv.  11-13).  To  be  able  to  stand  available  to  each  and  every 
of  the  help  God  one's  ground  God  provides  believer.  For  example,  the 
they  can  be  victo-  the  "armor  of  God"  (v.  11).  shield  represents  overcoming 
4  the  forces  of  evil.  The  terms  "rulers"  and  temptations  and  trials  by  faith. 


By  Robin  Brumfield 


news 


The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish 
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-  them  from  functioning  effectively 

as  a  minister,  and  personality  con¬ 
flicts  —  and  many  deserve  to  be 
fired,  he  acknowledged. 

R  "Even  if  church  members  con- 

5  dude  they  can't  live  with  their  pas- 

tor,  they  still  need  to  be  redemptive," 
Self  said.  "There  are  some  vindictive 
.  churches  out  there  who  will  pollute 

the  pastor's  chances  of  getting 
*  another  church  by  sendingmessages 

‘  1 •  or  letters  to  the  church.  There's  no 

place  in  Scripture  for  that." 

:  In  fact,  if  a  church  body  is  to  heal 

from  the  wounds  forcing  out 
••  their  pastor,  forgiveness  and 

^4*  feB  redemption  are  part  of  that  process, 

vv*  '  -*1  Self  said. 

f1*  j i  TP  "Healing  comes  from  being  able 

v  -  -  ./‘‘L  4 to  get  along,  so  that  calling  the  next 

^ minister  becomes  a  part  of  the  heal- 

ing.  A  church  has  to  be  a  safe  place 
Self  for  worship  to  take  place  unfettered." 

Self  said  when  a  pastor  calls  him, 
amounts  of  trauma,"  Self  said.  "[T]hey  the  best  he  can  do  "is  hear  their  pain.  I  hear 
don't  just  lose  a  job  like  you  or  I  woula.  their  trauma  and  concern,  and  I  respond  by 
They  don't  just  lose  their  ministries;  they  validating  their  pain  is  real." 
lose  their  house,  their  church,  their  friends.  He  also  lets  them  know  they  don't 
Often  their  families  are  uprooted."  deserve  the  level  of  trauma  they  are  experi- 

Even  in  the  best  situations,  when  they  encing.  "They  may  deserve  some  p unish¬ 
are  treated  well  by  state  convention  offi-  ment,  but  not  this  level  of  gut-wrenching 
rials  and  find  another  job  in  a  short  amount  trauma  they  have  encountered,  especially 
of  time,  "they  get  the  reject  stamp  right  on  when  there  has  been  an  equally  inappro- 
their  forehead,  and  it  doesn't  wash  off  eas-  priate  response  by  the  church  body  to  be 
ily.  There  is  a  negative  component  to  being  vengeful  and  hurtful." 
forcibly  terminated."  Self's  biggest  task,  he  said,  is  to  get  the 

In  tne  worse  circumstances.  Self  said  the  pastor  to  forgive  himself, 
move  is  life-altering  "in  the  negative  sense  "I  think  if  they  forgive  themselves,  it 
that  causes  people  to  go  into  all  manner  of  honors  God.  When  we  ask  God  for  forgive- 
traumatic  outcomes  that  includes  physical  ness,  we  get  it.  Bang.  It's  a  done  deal  for 
problems  as  a  result  of  massive  amounts  of  him  but  for  us,  it's  a  process.  There  is  no 
stress.  Some  people  leave  the  ministry,  place  for  condemnation.  God  doesn't  do  it." 
Some  leave  by  taking  their  own  lives."  A  minister's  wife.  Self  noted,  does  not 

Self  said  pastors  are  terminated  for  escape  the  situation  of  forced  termination 
many  reasons,  including  affairs/embezzle-  unscathed  either.  "We've  discovered  the 
ment,  mishandling  of  church  resources,  wives  of  ministers  are  very  often  wounded 
mishandling  of  their  own  lives  that  keeps  more  deeply  than  the  ministers,"  he  said. 


Retreats  set 
for  'wounded 
ministers' 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  — 
Wounded  Ministers  Retreats 
are  designed  to  assist  hurting 
and  discouraged  ministers  and 
spouses  experience  hope  and 
restoration.  The  retreats  offer  a 
safe  and  confidential  environ¬ 
ment  in  which  individuals  are 
able  to  process  personal  and 
professional  concerns.  In  order 
to  assist  individuals  in  this 
process,  large-  and  small-group 
experiences  take  place,  as  well 
as  individual  and  couple  coun¬ 
seling,  which  is  provided. 

The  retreats  are  sponsored 
by  the  LeaderCare  ministry  of 
LifeWay  Christian  Resources  of 
the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention.  The  final  retreats 
in  2002  will  be  held  at  LifeWay 
Conference  Center 
Ridgecrest,  Nov.  11-15;  and 
Acadian  Baptist  Center,  Eunice, 
La.,  Sept.  16-20.  Activities 
begin  on  Monday  at  4  p.m.  and 
conclude  on  Friday  at  10  a.m. 

To  request  an  application, 
contact  the  LeaderCare  toll- 
free  helpline  at  (888)  789- 
1911  or  e-mail  woundedmin- 
isters@lifeway.com.  For  fur¬ 
ther  questions  regarding  the 
retreats,  contact  Dallas  E. 
Speight  at  (615)  251-2843  or 
dallas.speight@lifeway.com. 


Tips  offered  on  how  to  avoid  'compassion  fatigue' 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  — 
Being  a  caregiver  himself, 
Barney  Self,  a  licensed  family 
and  marriage  therapist  ana 
LeaderCare  counselor  for 
LifeWay  Christian  Resources, 
knows  the  causes  and  symp¬ 
toms  of  a  malady  he  calls  'ram- 
passion  fatigue/' 

Generally,  it  is  caused  when 
one  has  become  so  involved  in 
providing  care  to  others  that 
they  become  emotionally  and 
spiritually  exhausted,  he  said. 

"A  caregiver  is  always  at  risk 
of  compassion  fatigue/  he  said. 
"For  everybody  who  does  care- 
giving,  there  is  a  threat  of  burn¬ 
ing  out.  Our  only  protection  is 
our  willingness  to  be  honest 
with  ourselves  about  what  our 
level  of  health  is." 

Self,  who  maintains  a  private 
counseling  practice,  said  one 
way  he  handles  potential 
burnout  is  by  refusing  to  counsel 
people  on  Fridays  or  weekends, 
unless  it  is  a  dire  emergency. 

"If  I  get  a  call  on  the  help  line 
and  someone  says  they  have  a 

Kroblem,  but  it  can  wait  until 
londay,  then  I  usually  don't 
call  them  until  Monday.  But  if 
they  don't  give  an  option,  I'll 

— i^i — *-  —  — - 1  can." 

3  avoids 
1  can't  get 
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UIK  LPSF  DPSOO  ZF  WKI 


DPSOO  VSZA  FPB  LPIOB 


LIKOT,  SAT  OIDB  PZD  ILA 


DIMO? 


GSKC  BZVPF:  FPZKFN-DZJ 


Clue:  K  =  R 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  lames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitution. 
The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial 
and  error.  Answer  to  last  week's 
puzzle:  lohn  Twelve:  Forty-Eight. 


movies, 


